THE    LAST    DAYS    OF    MADRID

development of war industries in Madrid and the
excessive consumption which there is in private
houses has meant an excessive charge on the electric
supply 3 which is already very weak because the
waters which supply power have fallen after the
greatest drought of the century. (The Prime Minister
knew that I had given a strict order forbidding banquets,
especially among army officers, some of whom gorged on the
provisions whilst the people were dying of hunger. The Prime
Minister himself was not blameless in this respect, nor did
he attempt to conceal the lavishness of his entertainment.}
Those who come from outside take away a wrong
impression of their lightning visit because they cannot
imagine the tragedy through which these magnificent
people are living. Comfortably staying in hotels and
well fed, they see only what goes on in theatres,
cinemas and cafes, without realising that only twenty
or thirty thousand people are living on the War,
while nearly a million inhabitants of Madrid conceal
their private dramas, almost entirely lack food and
have their nervous systems stretched to breaking point
by the continual tension caused by ever-present
danger of bombardment.

Prime Minister: The situation does seem truly tragic, and
I am going to give orders immediately that supplies
of provisions and bread for fifteen days shall be sent
to Madrid. (He made this offer as the result of a hint of
mine that there were only provisions and bread in the city
for two days.}
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